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ing that it was the opinion of the Country
Party. T stated clearly that whatever views
I expressed were my own. I thank mem-
bers for the patient hearing they have given
me this evening. There have been no inter-
jections and 1 have had an cxeellent hear-
ing. Seriously, though, whatever matters
I have discussed have been brought torward
in the honest belief that my information
was correct. I elaim the privilege of ex-
pressing my views equally with members on
the Government side of the Honse. Thank
God members opposite cannot gag us,
though if they had an opportunity, they
might do se.

The Premier : You take yourself alto-
gether too seriously.

Mr. THOMSON: I am glad to have had
the opportunity once more to speak on the
Address-in-veply.

On motion by Mr, Wilson, decbate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.5 pm,
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The TRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
noni., and vead prayers .

EESIGNATION CF THE PRESIDENT.
The Clerk rend a letter as follows:—

Perth, 4th Angust 1926, The Clerk of
Partiuments, Lerislative Couneil. TParliament
House. Sir, 1 have the honour to tender my
regignation as President of the Legis'at-ve
-Council and shall he obliged if you will in

form hon, members accordingly. Jon ord
that the Couneil may not be imconvenicnes
by the absence of a President, and also
allow time to seieet u successor, this resign
tion wili not take effect until the expiratic
of Monday, the $th inst. I have the hono
to be, Sw, Yours faithfully, (signed) E, ]
Wittenoom, President.

QUESTIONS-—(9) MINING.
Miners’ Phthisis Aci—Ezxaminations.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Honorm
Minister: 1, On what date did the medic
examination of miners, under the prov
sions of the Miner’'s Phthisis Act, con
mence? 2, On what date is it expeeted th
the initial medical examination of all mine
who come within the seope of the Miner
Phthisis Act will be completed? 3, Ts
intended that unprohibited miners who hay
undergone the initin] medieal examinatio
and bhave continued working in metallife
vus mining, shall be subject to furthe
periodal medieal examinations; if so,
what stated intervals? 4, What form ¢
medical examination has any person ou
side the seope of the provisians of th
Miner's Phthisis Act, ar il3 proclamatio
to nndergo before secnring employment, c
recommencing employment in metalliferou
mining {

The HONORARY MINISTER replied
1, 14th September, 1925. 2, Approximatel
the end of Septemnber. 3, Yes. The nque
tion of the ‘periods at which examination
will be nndertaken iy now under consider:
tion, eertain points having to be adjuste
with the Commonwealth Government, an
in regard to which correspondenee is no
proceeding. 4, The Mines Regulation A«
now requires that no person shall enter an
mine for the purpose of working therein ur
less he shall have submitted himself to
medizal practitioner for examination, an
obtained a certificate that he is free fror
tubereulosis.

Miners’ Health, Statistics.

on. J. CORNELL asked the Honorar
Minister: Are any returns available show
ing=-1. The total nnmber of miners medi
cally examined. on or bhefore 30th June
1926. under the provisions of the Miner’
Phthisis Aet? 2, The numher of miner
prohibited from further mining work on ar
count of—(a) ‘tuberenlosis complicated b,
stlicosis. fibrosis, or pneumoconiosis; (h
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uncomplicated or pure tuberculosis? 3, The
nomber of miners found free from tuber-
culosis, but affected with silicosis, fibrosis,
poenmoeoniosis, and if miners so affected
have been graded to show the specific degres
of condition, and the number in each degree?
4, If so, will the Mirister lay the informa-
tion on the Table of the Honse, and if not,
will the Government prepare such a return
and make it available to ibe House?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, 3.353. 2, (a) 106, (b) 8. {Three died
hefore notices could Le served.) 3, 560.
Information furnished by the medieal officer
at the laboratory with regard to the condi-
tion of the men is treated as confidential.
4, Answered hy Wo. 3.

Compensation to tubercular miners.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS asked the Honor-
ary Minpister: 1, Has any regulation been
gazetted, or proclaimed since Parliament pro-
rogued in December, 1925, which provided
tor payment {o workers who have been or-
dered to leave the mines, because the medi-
cal examination disclosed that they were
suffering from tuberculosis? 2, Have these
afflicted men any legal claim for compensa-
tion? 3, If not, when is it proposed to pro-
vide security for continued payments to
them on the present seale?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, No regnlations are necessary. 2, Yes, 3,
Answered by No. 2,

Cheap power for Kalgoorlie mines.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS {for Hon. H. Sed-
don) asked the Honorary Minister: Will the
Minister lay on the Table of the House the
report of the committee appointed to in-
quire info the proposal to provide cheap
power for the Kalgoorlie mines?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
. The Committee has not yet furnished its re-
port.

Gold Bonus.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS (for Hon. H. Sed-
don) asked the Honorary Minister: Have
the present Government made any represen-
tations to the Federal Government with re-
gard to the payment by the latter of a gold
bonus, or in eonnection with the motion—
carried by hoth Houses of Parliament last
session—which reads as follows:—“That as

compensation for the disabilities sufiered by
gold mining through Federal action, this
House is of opinion that the Commonwealth
should assist the industry by the payment
of a gold bonus”?

The HONQRARY
Yes.

MINISTER replied:

Third Schedule, Proclamation.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS (for Hon. H. Sed-
don} asked the Honorary Minister: 1, What
was the rewson for the Government proclaim-
ing that the Third Schedule (Llndustrial
Discases) of the Workers’ Compensation
Aet would operate on certain mines in the
Yilgarn Goldfield before the mining em-
ployces had been esamined by the Common-
wealth health laboratory staff? 2, Is it the
intention of the Government 1o proclaim
the Third Schedule operative throughout the
Northern Goldfield, where the employees
have all been examined? 3, Why the dis-
crimination in these two instances?

The HONORARY MIRNISTER replied:
1, The Government were advised by the Lab-
oratory at Kalgoorlie that the examinations
at certain mines in the Yilgarn Goldfield
had heen completed, which subsequently
transpired was not the case. 2, Yes. 3,
There is no question of discrimination, as
stated in answer to Question 1; the Third
Schedule was prematurely applied fo ceriain
leases eonsequent on wrong information he-
ing furnished.

Northampton Lead Miners,

Hon. E. H. HARRITS asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, When did the Governmeut, by
proclamaticn, provide that workers em-
ployed in the lead mines in the Nerthamp-
ton mining district, would be protucted by
compensation under the Third Schedule (In-
dustrial Diseases) of the Workers’ Compen-
sation Act? 2, Why was this proclamation
withdrawn and another substituted, which
excluded these miners from the operations of
the Compensation Act?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, A proclamation gazeited on 30th Jan-
uary, 1925, provided that, as from lst
March, 1925, the operation of the Third
Schedule, so far as it related to the diseases
set opposite the words “Mining and quarry-
ing or stone erushing or cotting” should be
limited to the South-West Division of the
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State. 2, After conferences with represen-
tatives of the insurance companies, and 1o an
endeavour to meet their desires, it was con-
sidered advisable to exctude, for the time be-
mg, all mines within the State pending the
result of the medical examination of miners.
The proclamation giving effect to this latler
arrangement was gazetted on 27th Yebruary,
1925.

Laboratory Certificates to A.W.U. members.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, Is there any truth in the state-
ment, published in the “Worker” of 30th
July, 1926, that “the Premier had promised
to make laboratory certificates indicating
general health conditions available to mem-
bers of the A.W.U. on application”? 2,
It true, will he grant this privilege to all
other persons examined at the Kalgoorlie
Comipnweulth laboratory?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, The Premier promised to see if this were
possible, 2, If the information is furnished
it will be made available to any person im-
mediately conecerned.

Gold Flotation Process.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS (for Hon. H. Sed-
don) asked the Honorary Minister: Will the
Minister lay on the Table of the House the
report of the wark dome by the School of
Mines' research staff in conneetion with gold
flotation in the Oroya Links gold mine, and
the eriticism thereon made by any members
of the staff on the gold mine:?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
The reports are available, and will be pres-
ented to the Honse to-day. The Mines De-
partment has no record of any criticism of
the work of the School of Mines in this con-
nection by any members of the staff on the
mines,

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT, NORSE-
MAN - SALMON GUMS.

Attitude of Government.

Hon. . H. HARRIS asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, Who was the officer sent. from
Perth to Kalgoorlie, on or ahout the 26th
July, 1926, to engage men to do clearing
work in the Norseman-Salmon Gums dis-
trict? 2, What number of workers were
then registered as unemploved with the Kal-
goorlie branch of the State Labour Bureau?

3, Why was the onusual procedure adopted
of keeping the Glovernment’s local officer at
Kalgoorlie ignorant of this officer’s presence,
and advising the Australian Workers’ Union
and the Trades Hall? 4, Are the Govern-
ment aware that when the unemployed in-
terviewed this officer, the organiser of the
AW.U. was present and challenged each ap-
plicant fo produce his A.W.U. ticket? 5,
Are the Government aware that members of
registered industrial unions who claimed the
right to work were challenged because their
uninn was not affiliated with the Trades Hall,
and told “if they were not members of the
AW.U,, the nnion representative on the job
would starfd them on the bank”? 6, Are
the Government aware that by these tactics
unemployed unionists were deprived of every
pretence of liberty, and were not only con-
scripted into the A W.U., but, before being
accepted as mewmbers of that unien, were
forced to show a “clearance” certificate from
the union they had, for years, subseribed to?
7, As this work was made available to relieve
men thrown out of employment by the clos-
ing of the Golden Horseshoe mine, was the
enrvolling officer instructed to diseriminate
between (a) unionists and non-unionists:
(b) members of unions affiliated with the
Australian Labour Party; (e¢) members of
registered industrial unions not affiliated?
8, Ts it the poliey of the Government to dis-
eriminate between umionists and non-union-
ists when selecting men to be employed on
relief workY 9, Is it the poliey of the
Government, while giving preference to
unionists, to restrict such preference to
members of unions affiliated with the Aus-
tralian Labour Party?

The FIONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, My, Engineer Grace. 2, 100, 3, The ob-
jective was to relieve wnemployment caused
by closing down of “Horseskoe” mine, and
the readiest means to that end were adopted.
If unorthodox procedure was followed, the
unusnal circumstanees justified it. 4, No.

5 No. 6, No. 7, No. 8 and 9, Answered
by No. T.

QUESTION—SOUTH PROVINCE ELEC-
TION, PAPERS.

Hoan, J. CORNELL asked the Honorary
Minister: Will he lav on the Tahle of the
House correspondence, paners. ete., denline
with inqniries made hy the Electoral Depart-
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ment from one C. B. Williams, A.W.U.
organiser, Boulder, ané ex-postal vote officer,
Boulder electorate, relating to his conduct in
taking postal votes during the recent South
Provinee election?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
The correspondence is available, and will be
laic on ihe Table of the House to-day.

QUESTION—FLOUR SEHIPMENTS,

Hon. A, BURVILL asked the Ilonorary
Minister: 1, What was the quantity of flour
~hipped ex Fremantle from 1st July, 1924
to 30th June, 19257 2, What was the guan-
tity of flowr shipped ex Fremantle from st
July, 1025, to 30th June, 1926% 3, YWhat
was the quantity of flour shipped ex Bun-
bury during the same periods? 4, What was
the quantity of flour shipped ex Albany dur-
ing the same periods? 5, What was the
quantity of flour shipped ex Geraldton dur-
ing the same periods?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, 1,397,152 ecentals. 2, 1,748,298 centals.
3, Nil. 4, Nil. 3, 1924-25, 101,034 centals;
1925-26, 88,291 centals.

BILL—LEGITIMATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Introduced by Hon. J. Nicholson and read
a first time.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1) £1,913,500.

Standing Orders Suspension.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
J. W. Hickey—Central} [4.40]: I move—
That so much of the Standing drders be
suspended =23 is necessary te enable the Sup-

ply Bill to pass through all stages at this
sitting.

Question put and passed.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
J. W. Hickey—Central) [4.42] in moving
the seeond reading said: This is the ordin-
ary Bill that is introduced at the beginning
of the session. It gives aunthority for two
months Supply, namely, £350,000 from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund, £750,000 from
the General Loan Fund, £10,500 from the
Government Property Sales Fund, £3,000
from the Land Improvement Loan Fund,
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and £300,400 from the Treasurer’s Advance,
a total of £1,913,500. This is based on one-
sixth of last year’s expenditure. This year's
Estlimates are now in course of preparation,
and it is intended by the Treasurer to pre-
sent them at an early date. The results of
last year's operations were much as were an-
ticipated by the Treasurcr when he presented
his Budget. While the revenue was slightly
below the estimate, the expenditure alse
was kept below the estimate, thus eom-
pensating for the slight reduetion in
revenue. The result of the year's opera-
tions would have been much better but
for the falling off in the estimated
receipts from the ratlways. This was prin-
- cipally due to the harvest proving helow ex--
pectations, Country wmembers will readily
appreciate that faet. It has to be remem-
bered also that the British searpen’s strike
had a serious effect upon the finances. Both
the Fremantle Harbour Trust and the Bun-
bury Harbour Board returns were below

those of the previous year because of that
strike. The railway returns were also af-
feeted by the strike becanse the wheat could
not be shipped away from the ports. The
falling off of revenue in these dirvections was
offset by inereases under the headings of
income tax and dividend duties. The income
tax collections exceeded the estimate by £66,-
000 and those derived from dividend duty by
£15,000. No fresh tavation was imposed, but
the receipts on account of stamp duty were
also greater than was anticipated, the ex-
cess amounting to £17,000.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You wili be able to
reduce the stamp tax now.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
a matter for future reference. Exeept for
the returns on account of railways and har-
bours, the revenue on the whole was buoy-
ant, despite what has been suggested to the
econtrary. The prospects for the future are
promising and if the present season proves
satisfactory, the position should be so much
better for the eurrent Bnaneial vear. At the
present time the seasonal prospects are good.
The expenditure, although below the esti-
mate, was £467,463 greater than in the pre-
vious vear. Of that increase, inferest aec-
counted for £200,600, the railways for £1538,-
000, and inereases in payments to the police
for £22,000. There were in¢reases in many
other directions, but the amounts involved
were not large. Both revenne and expendi-
ture are now reaching large figures. I would
like to emphasise the fact that a great por-
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tion of the increase was expended in connee-
tion with public utilities and not on ¢rdinary
Government functions. The total expendi-
ture last year was £8,907,308, of which the
public utilities directly accounted for £3,-
238,683, Of the balance, £5,618,625, inter-
est und sinking fund on the eapital invested
in the undertakings amounted to approxi-
mately £1,600,000, leaving a balance of £4,
018,625, This left a little over £4,000,000
as expenditure on interest and sinking fund
on the balance of the public debt, £1,689,-
229; payments under other special Aects,
£204.045; and the cost of ordinary govern-
ment, £2,026,351, these figures making a tofal
of £4,018,625. On the same basis the net re-
venue for the purpose of ordinary guvern-
mental functions would be: gross revenue,
£8,808,160, less public utilities and trading
coneerns, £4,788,354, or a total of £4,019,-
812, This amount is slightly greater than
the expenditure. Consequently it may be
claimed that had the public untilities experi-
enced a favourable year, there would have
heen a surplus, Tt is generally admitted that
the last year was not a favourable one for
our publie utilities, and owing to the special
cirenmstances that militated against suecess-
ful operations, the results were as good as
could be expected. Generally speaking, the
results of the financial year have been fairly
suceessful. T move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Meiropolitan)
[4.52]: T would not like the Bill to be passed
without some comment, becanse it involves
out acguiescence in the granting of Supply
amounting te a very considerable figure. It
is recognized that at this period of the year
a Supply Bill is necezssary. While the Hon-
orary Minister has presented to us a sheaf
of figures particularly difficult for hon. mem-
bers to follow, his statement lacked some in-
formation that I have always contended
should he presented to the House. We should
have had some information as to the pur-
poses, wenerally speaking, for which the
money is to he expended. 1 do not say that
the Government shounld speeify with aecuracy
the partieulars regavcing all the amounts in-
volved, but we eould have information that
would tell ns generally what is to he done
with the money. For instanre, we are asked
to apply out of Consolidated Revenue the
sum of £850.000, What is the purnose for
which that monev is reauired? The Heon-
orarv Minister conld have ziven us general
information under that heading, but that in-

formation was lacking, Heads of depart-
ments must know the works that are in hand
and for which the money .s required. If I
were connected with a big business concern
1 would require such information before I
agreed to the expenditure of money. Then
agein, we are asked to vote £750,000 out of
tha General Loan Fund. Surely the Gov-
ernment know in  which directions that
money is to be applied.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The greater portion of
it will have been spent by now,

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: All the more rea-
son for obtaining some information.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : That will make it
all the easier for the Government fo give us
the information I suggest. We are entitled
to receive that information. In the last pub-
lished financial statement relaling to the op-
erations for July there was a deficit disclosed
—I am speaking from memory—of £232,000.
The Premier mentioned in the Legislative
Assembly that £350,000 had been received
from the Coramonwealth Government follow-
ing on the report of the Disabilities Cormmis-
sion. The Premier also stated that the money
was in hand and had not yet been expendec.
Will the Honorary Minister state whether
that money has been taken into account?
Not a word has been said about that, al-
though I followed the Minister closely, hop-
ing to reeeive some information. Then there
was the announceinent that the Federal Gov-
ernment had offered the State £300,000 odd
per year for five years. I do not know
whether any portion of that money has been
reeeived. All this is necessary information
that we should receive before anthorising the
passage of the Supply Bill,

Question put and passed,
Bill read a secons time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair:
Honorary Minister in charae of the Bill.

the

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Sums available for purposes
voted by the Legislative Assembly:

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I had hoped
that the Honorary Minister would have sup-
plied some of the information songht by Mr.
Nicholzon. T was told recenily that some of
the furds made available by the Federal
Government for main roads had been spent,
work having been started in some instances
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and subsequently stopped. The reason, I
understand, was that the funés availahle had
ran out. It is just possible that the moneys
voted have already been expended. If that
is so, we onght to have some information on
the subjeet; we should know whether the
money for the roads is included in the
amounis that are before us, and whether
those amounts have been exhausted, and
what ehance there iz of the work heing con-
tinned from the funds we are now vating,
and also whether fresh grants are expected
from the Commonwealth. Tt is not economy
to keep hodies of men icle along the main
roadz—idle while fresh funds are arriving
from some source or other, be it from our
own revenue or from the revenue of the
Commonwealth. Tt is wasteful expenditure
to start undertakings of this kind, stop them
and then re-start them.

The HIONORARY MINISTER: While the
Bill is the nsual measure that comes before
ns to provide Supply, hon. members are cn-
titled to seek information. The Government
are keen about the roads paliex and those of
is who take an intervest in publie affairs
know that the State Government entered
into a commnact with the Federal Govern-
ment in the direetion of getting fands for
read eonstzustion.  Antiecipating those furds,
the Government now have ezrtain obligations
which thev will honour. T agree that to stop
a joh after having startec. it is economically
wrane, hut there mav be cirrumstances under
which an undertaking may have to he
stopped. The position in regard to road
eonstruction is wrapped up in negotiations
hetween the two Governments. T think Y
can say that the road board conference
sifting in Perth at the present time is co-
operating with the Minister for Works, who
realises the position. 1 appreciate what the
hon. member has said and T admit that what
he stated may have occurred. T assure him,
however, thai whatever work has been com-
menced will be continued sooner or later
irrespertive of whatever attitude may be
adopted by the Fecderal Government.

Clause put and passed.
Clanse 2, Preamble, Title—agreed to.
Ul reporied without amendment and the

report adopted.

Third Reading.
Read a third time and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REFLY.
Fourth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. G. POTTER (West) [5.8]: From
day to day during the sittings of this Cham-
her there is recorded in the pages of “Han-
sard” what will ultimately become the his-
tory of the Legislative Council, and if those
who in the years to eome read that history
one ouistanding Fact will De demonstrated
in respect of the present debate on the Ad-
dress-in-reply, and as in all probability I
shall be the last member to make anything
in the nature of a speech on the Address-in-
reply under your Presideney, 1 cannot but
refer to the great regret that members of
the Chamber must have felt when they heard
read the letter conveying your resignation.
I am sure, however, that we may lay this
unction to ourselves that the resignation is
only from you, Sir, as President, and not
as & member of the House. We are glad
to know that you will take your place on
the flaor of the House where we shall hear
vour sparkling wit addressed in another dir-
cction. When one considers the various sub-
jects that are mentioned in the Governor's
Speech, I am not altogether surprised that
vou are resuming your place on the floor of
the House, where it will be possible for you
to do more for vour constituents than you
can expeet fo do from the Presidential
Chair. With your departure from the Presi-
dential Chair there synchronises on this par-
ticular occasion the presence of quite a num-
hor of new members. T feel almast sorry
that those new members have not had the
privilege that I have enjoved for a year or
two of sitting under your Presidency. I
am quite sure that the new members will be
accorded by the next President, whoever he
may be, exactly the same amount of far-
bearance and assistance that yon have at all
times been pleased to extend to other mem-
bers. In addressing myscif to the subject of
the motion I do not think it really ealls for
anything in the nature of an extended
speech, because after all, if the Speech that
was prepared for His Excellency is consid-
eved in all its merits, there is really very
little to talk about, because it is usually the
conception that the Governor’s Steech
amounts o a recapiinlation of what the Gov-
eroment has done and defails in some way
the intentions of the Government. For in-
stgnee, under the finance clanses we find
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that the Government takes to itself a great
amount of eredit for the existing financial
position becanse the deficit was not mere
than it proved to be on the 30th June. From
time to’ time from the Treawury bench in
another place, and from the supporters of
the Government in this Chamber, we have
had volleys, and thunders of volleys against
past administrations for not making ends
meet and not wiping away the deficit. But
what e we find now? Given most fortuit-
ous cirrumstanees, given most extraordinary
assistance from ontside the borders of the
State, the Government have not been able
to make a better showing. When we come
to evamine the position we find it is not
really the Government that are vespons-
ible for the alleged improvement. The
people the responsible for the improve-
mnent, the people developing our primary
industries in the country, and they are the
people who, the representatives of the Gov-
crnment moving the Address-in-reply on the
day of the opening of Parliament, say
should be saddled with {he same ineahus
that the Trades Hall has inflicted upon our
secondary industries. Instead of giving to
the primary producers the right to work out
their own salvation, the desire is to hedge
them round with artifieial means and to
place artificial bounds upon the produets of
the land. It is all very well to say that a
eertain wage shall be paid, but unless the
industry is capable of payving that wage.
then it most go to the wall. Whilst artifici-
ally, through the tariff, we can continue with
our secondary industries lo a certain ex-
tent, the burden must be upon the primary
producers who sell in the world’s warkets
over which we, as well as every other coun-
try, have not control. Therefore I think
that any Government should he very carefu!
in taking to itself any praise for the
improvement in the financial position.
But it is well to know that an upward
tendency existe. While the present Ad-
ministration admit that there is an improve-
ment and arrogate to themselves the credit
for that improvement, T maintain that the
people responsible for the improvement are
those engaged in owr primary industries.
Who was it placed those people in the
primary industries? In years gone by the
party now occupyving the Treasury bench
were Dostile to any land settlement that
was going to cost money. On their part
there was no sympathy with anyone who
advocated the development of land. At

that time land development was not a con-
ception of the Labour Party. It is pleasing
to know, however, that the Labour Party
have advanced so far as to take a leaf out
of the book of those whe may be termed
their political opponents. Ilad it not been
for the energetic land development poliey
of the last two Administrations, the exist-
ing position would not have been created.
Here may 1 express my opinion that it is
a great pity the administration of the
country should be interrupted every three
vears by a general election. T would far
rather see the term of Parliament five years
than three.

Hon. J. B. Brown: Make it for ever,

Hou. G. POTTER: We find that the first
session of Parliament merely amounts to a
statement of what Parliament intends to do.
The second session of Parliament is the real
business session. The third session really
amounts to gelting ready for the next
general eleetion. The suggesuion that Par-
liament should continne for five years in-
stead of three is welli worth exploring.
With a term of five vears the Government,
whatever their political complexion mighé
he, would he wiven an opportunity of
proving whether their policy is sonnd or
otherwise.

Hon. J. R. Brown : If vou will vote
Labour next time, you will get a term of
six years. '

Hon. ¢, POTTER: [ am indeed pleased
to have advice from the hon. member inter-
Jjeeting, but I think he is crediting me with
more imagination than I possess. The
present Government are pleased with the
position which exists, but had the Mitehell
Government, or an Administration repre-
senting what the Mitehell Ministry and its
supporfers stood for, been left in possession
of the reins of government, the position
would have been improved immensely be-
vond what it aectwally is.  There was a
change of Government, and we found really
unconstitutional methods being adopted
during the past two years. Those uneon-
stitutional methods have been adopted for
the purpose of giving effect to certain
planks of the Labour Party’s platform. T
do not hlame the Labour Party for putting
into effect any plank of their platform, bur
it should be done in a constitutional man-
ner. 1 do not Mame the Labomr Party for,
I will not say, gulling the electors, or for
mmveigling them to vote in a eertain diree-
tion. But when the Labour Government
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ind that they are not returned to the
Treasury bench by a majority vote of the
whole of the electors of Western Australia,
they should hesitate to do many of the acts
they are doing. I do not propose to ex-
plore in detail those several acts, because
other opportunities for doing so will
present themselves when various Bills come
along from another place. The present
Government are in the fortunate position
of having, for the purposes of the develop-
ment of Western Ausiralia, a grant of over
£300,000 made as a free gift to the West-
ern Australian Treasury. Though I eall
it a gift, T consider it a gift well merited
by Western Australia’s political disabili-
ties. Tt is a grievous disappointment to
find in the Covernor’s Speech no reference
to the manner in which that amount of
money is to be expended. There are many
quarters crvirg for assistance. Of this
fact we had an illuminating illustration
from Albany. However, there is one par-
tieular industry which certainly should be
considered in the disposition of the grant—-
the gold mining industry. The Common-
wealth Government should make special
provision for that industry, Though there
are people who sayv that bonuses represcut
an uneconomic and unseientitic proposition,
still bonuses appear to be the fetish of the
Federal Government, and if bonuses are
going to be distributed we should not stand
aside with an academie alvofness, refusing
to accept them. In face of the figures
which were published a few days ago and
enunciated by Mr. Nicholson last night, we
should pay atiention to the question of a
honus for the goldmining industry., It may
seem strange to hon. members that T shonld
mention goldmining, sinee I do not repre-
sent a mining province: but T have the con-
ception that the goldmining industry has
meant so mueh to the development of West-
ern Australia, and may mean so mueh more
to that development, that it beboves the
House as a whole to support goldfields
members in claiming a bonus for the in-
dustry, Had it not been for its gold mines.
TWestern Anstralia would not have been on
the map as it is now. I regret that the
Commonwealth Government have not seeo
their wax to give effect to the findings and
recommendations of the Federal Disabili-
ties Roval Commission. The personnel of
that Commission was wholly impartial. Neo
one could maintain that by virtue of its
personnel the Commission was unduly

sympathetic towards Western Australia.
When the Commissioners held their sittings
in Perth, the evidence was placed before
them in a calm and dispassionate manner.
Their report went to those responsible for
their appointment, and it is regrettable
that their findings and recommendations
have not been put into effeet. 1t is stated
that mueh propaganda work is now being
done for the proposition that the Common-
wealth shonld take over all that portion of
Western Australin north of the 26th par-
allel of south latitude. I should be very
sorry indeed to see the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment place their tentacles over fhat
valuable piece of Western Australia. Much
rather wounld I 2ge a scheme wurked ont foir
the establishment of something in the
nature of a ehartered company, of the kind
that developed Rhodesia. T do not wish to

see our North-West become the plaything

for years to ecome of Federal politicians.
Western Anstralia would te robbed of por-
tion of its rightful inheritance if the Com-
monwealth Government were granted auth-
ority to take over all that tract of country.
I am looking forward, Mr. President, to
hearing in the near future vour views on
that question.

Member : Sir James Mitehell says the North-
West is worth a hundred millions sterling.

Hon. (. POTTER: It is Lardly possible
o estimate the value of that enocrmous tract
of country. Let us not give it away; let us
develop it as Rhodesia has been developed.
Rhodesia is to-day one of the most valuahle
tracts of country in the world. If the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia do not care
to aecept the responsibility of finding the
necessary money, and of administering the
enormous funds which are required for the
development of the North-West, then some-
thing in the nature of a chartered compuuy
would at least do something with that traef
of eountry, and do it speedily. Time is the
essence of this partienlar contract. Those
empty spaces are a menace to Western Aus-
{ralia, to Australia, and to the British Em-
pire. We now have extremely able men re-
presenting us at the bub of Empire, and the
Prime Ministers of the Empire meet from
time to time, and the British Empire as a
wlole has now a full appreciation of the
necessity for the development of the ontposts
of Empire; and therefore now is the time to
press for a speedy development of our
North-West. Although I hope that the work
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will be done under the aegis of a Western
Australian administrator, 1 coasider that if
the Western Australian Government do not
teel themselves equal to developing that ter-
ritory under State auspices, we should dele-
gate the task to something in the nature of
a chartered company under such safeguards
as will ensure that the citizens of Western
Australia shall not be deprived of their
rights. As regards land settlement, the pas-
toral industry, and wheat production and
mixed farming, it is my fervent hope that
good sensons will continue to bless the
efforts of the people who are so manfully
and strenuously carving out the destiny of
Western Australia, and adding to Western
Australia that amount of seeurity whieh
stands us in such good stcad when going
uzpon the London market for money. As to
group settlement, my only hope is that the
Government will gontinue to press on that
form of seitlement. Under the new migra-
tion agreement the Government have a great
opportanity, hy virtue of the extension of
the limitations, if one may use the terin,
permitting the purchase of privately owned
estates. Undoubtedly there are available for
purchase many large estates which would
answer admirably for the purposes of group
settlement. In suech cireumstances much of
the present drudgery would be eliminated,
and the group settler would proceed with
greater heart. Still, the group settler now
is undoubtedly making good, and it is my
firm opinion that the system itself is sound,
and that the people who are the ereatures of
the system are sound in heart too. I sometimes
hear people lament that a certain number
have left the groups. I would not worry
ahout that, If half the men were to leave,
it would make no difference, provided there
were others to fake their plaees. If a man
finds he is not fitted for the work, the
quicker he gets out the better; and if he
complains about the conditions obtaining in
Western Australia, the quicker he leaves the
State the better. Provided others step in to
carry on the seeurity of the Government, it
does not matter how often the settlers may
change.

Hon. J. Cornell: Like the Israclites, they
may not be able to get out of their bondage.

Hon, G. POTTER: There is no tronble
about that. Tf any of the group seftlers do
not carry their responsibilities and meel
their contracts with the Government, they
will be promptly removed. One matter to

which the Government might lend a sympa-
thetic ear is the limitation of earnings by
the group settlers. It would he a pity if the
group settlers were confirmed in the opinion
that the money they get for improvements
represents wages; for it wonid then convey
to them that they are working for the Gov-
ernment, instead of for themselves. What
should be impressed on the group scitler is
that he is working for himself. The Gov-
ernment ean best elear the group settlement
atmosphere by not limiting the amount of
the so-ealled earnings, by not limiting {he
value by which the settler can improve the
Government security. As suggested here
yesterday, the money over and above a cer-
tain fignre should be put into a trust fund,
to remain to the eredit of the group. Then
the settler would have every incentive, not
only to work harder, but to stay and see the
fruits of his labour.  Possibly Mr. Mann will
tell us something of the aspirations of the
group settler in that respeet. I am glad sach
strides have been made in the establishment
of the agricultural college. As to the ap-
pointment of the controller and the technical
staff, T think the best thing we c¢an do now
is to drop all criticism and confine ourselves
to doing all we can to assist the functions of
the college. Yor this veason: for many years
farming has been looked upon as something
that one can take up after everything ese
bas failed, In point of fact, it is one of the
most scientific industries in the world. To be
a real farmer one would succeed besi if he
were a veterinary surgeon, a botanist and a
scientist, all rolled inte one. The farmer
with the greatest knowledge of seienee will
achieve the preatest suceess in farming.

Hon. J. Cornell: It all would not be worth
tuppeneée to him if he had not optimism also.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: And the neecessary
capital.

Hon. G. POTTER: Fortunately, we have
the Agricultural Bank, which lends a great
deal of tinancial assistance, and we also nave
for further assistance the Associated Banks,
at least one of which is very wisely governed.
It is desirable that our experimental farms
should be widely seattered throughout the
State. One does nol need he a practical far-
mer to realise that an experimental farm at,
say, Merredin is not sufficient for the whale
of the State.

Hon. A. Burvill: We haven't one at all in
the South-West.

Hon, G. POTTER: The South-West is in
process of development, and with the care
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lavisited upon the holdings down there, each
becomes an experimental farm in itself. In-
cidentally, I have always understood that in
the South-West dairying was quite beyond
the cxperimental stage and was fully as
sured. As I say, experimental farms should
he scattered throughout the State so that
loeal conditions can be exploited, and those
with money to invest encouraged to do so
with the lesser risk of failure. 1 notice that a
considerable sum, £205,000, is being spent on
drainage in the vicinity of Busselton. I am
glad to learn that, and [ hope it will be
attended with greatest snceess. The mention
of drainage calls to mind a speech made by
the Minister for Works regarding a portion
of the West Proviuce, incidentally within his
own electorale. When the preseni Govern-
ment reached the Treasury we were told that
a search of the great chest revealed that it
was cmtpy. All sorts of works were held up
pending the provision of money, because the
Mitchell Government had taken everything
out of the safe. However, by a further
search the Minister for Works discovered
£1,000 set apart by the previous Govern-
ment for drainage in the Bibra Lake and
Coogee distriets. The Minister was quite -
dignant that the money should have been
left in the safe unexpended. 1 hope that
when the Leader of the House replies to the
debate, e will inform the House whether
that £1,000 has vet been expended in the
direction indicated, and if so, with what re-
sults. The question of draining that district
has been discussed for a number of years,
and it is time we had a proper understand-
ing as to whether it can be economically
drained. As to the provision for forestry,
we have in the West Provinee large areas of
land vested in the University. It will be re-
membered that ou a previous oecasion I re-
ferred to the great incubus those university
endowment lands are on the district. They
are most faveurably situated, with roads
running right through them, yet there are no
means of taxing those lands, and in conse-
quence the people so unfortunate as to be in
justaposition to those lands have to pay
double taxation for the mamntenance of the
roads. It has been said by the University
Senate that they can sell the land, but that
it would require a special Act of Parliament.
I am sure that application for such an Aect
would not be refused. But again, the Uni-
versity Senate has said that it would be
uhwise to sell any of their endowments. If
that is all that is preventing the sale, the

University Senate ought to give to the ques-
tion of selling those lands the same consider-
ation as, I understand, has recently been
given to the selling of a very much more
valuable cndowment, namely, the TUniver-
sity’s share in the “West Australian” news-
paper. 1 believe that under the will of the
late Sir Winthrop Hackeit, the University
have inherited the major share in the “West
Australian” and 1 understand also the Uni-
versity are prepared to sell that share. If
they are prepared to part with that form of
endowment, will they not part with the eu-
dowment lands sprinkled throughout the
West Province? They could easily invest
the resnltant money in the same way as they
propese to invest the huge sum they will get
for. their share in the “West Australian”
newspaper.  Moreover, if they will but
sel those lands, they will be doing
something, noi only for themselves, but
in justice to the people who at pre-
sent are being fleeced for road board
rates for the maintenance of roads of
which they make but Jitfle use. It is gratify-
ing to bave the prospect of a marked im-
provement in roads generally throughout the
State. It means, of course, that the State
Government will have to find a considerable
som of money in order Lo secure the Federal
grant, but I hope the State Government
will endeavour to eclaim every penny
the Commonwealth Government are pre-
pared to make available for the purpose
of road bailding in Western Australia.
By so doing they will be assisting primary
production and the development of the
State, and T am satisfied the money will e
returned in full measure to the coffers of
the Treasury. I was greatly intercsted in
Mr. Ewing's references to our barbours.
1 am not one of those who say there is only
one harbour in Western Australia. The
nmore harbours we have, the better it will
be for the State and the more rapidly the
hinterland will be developed. But we must
have harbours in the first place, because it
13 unpossible to expect the great ncean
steamers to usc other ports of call unless
adequate facilities are provided for them.
I hope the Government will do all in their
power to ensure the provision of adequate
facilities at Bunburd, Busselton, Albany,
and Esperance, and if they do so, their
work will be well rewarded. e have a
harhour at Fremantle, but we hear little
about it hecawse the people of Fremantle
are much too busy to talk about it.
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Hon. W, T, (ilasheen: 1t is easier to smell
it. :

Hon. G, POTTLR: Yes, particularly when
the fruit is arriving from Bridgetown. Re-
ference is made in the Speech to the work
of reconstrueting Victoria Quay. I have
seen the commodious buildings being erected
there, but T regret that no provision is being
made for refrigerator spaece. Fruitgrowers
are labouring nunder great disabilities
through lack of this accommodation, bhe-
cause the fruit is shipped during the hottest
season of the year. On many oceasions it
is necessary to transport the fruit in open
lorries during the heat of the day, and the
fruit consequently suffers, Sometimes con-
signnents are shut out by the steamers.
Space may be available for a certain num-
ber of cases from Fremantle, but Eastern
State shippers sometimes book up the whole
of the space rather than have the chambers
opened at Fremantle, This is dve fo our
fruit not reaching the ship in proper condi-
tion owing to the absence of vefrigerator
space on the wharf.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Would refrigerator
cars overeome the diflienlty?

Hon. G. POTTER: No;-the fruit has to
be passed through the sheds which, in sum-
mer time, become almost as hot as ovens.
The only provision made by the railways in
the shape of speeial cars is the louvred van,
but Ly the time the fruit is transferred to
the steamer it is not within one degree of
the requisite temperature.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Has there heen any
complaint on the part of fruitgrowers about
the arrangements at Fremantle?

Hon. G. POTTER: Yes, there has heen
continnal complaint.

Hon. 1. H. Harris: Are the fruitgrowers
always whining?

Hon. G. POTTER: The fruitgrowers do
not belong to the particular distriet which
produces that element. I do not propose to
speuk at length on our railways. Certain
excuses have been advanced for the unfav-
ourable railway returns during the past
year. Here we have some of the chickens
coming home to roost. It is necessary to
look outside the department for the causc
of the adverse balance. When, by Minis-
terial zet, nearly £100,000 is paid away, it
15 necessary to be temperate in our eriticism
of the administration of the Commissioner
of Hailways. T am pleased that at last the
aspirations of people in the South-West are

likely to be fulfilled by the installation of a
power scheme at Collie. It must be par-
ticularly gratifying to Mr. Ewing that 2
scheme for which he has worked for years
is now about te reaeh fraition. I look for-
ward to the time when the whole of the
elecirical power required in the metropolitan
aresz will be sopplied from Collie. This
would make for cheaper power, and cheaper
power will do more than anything else to
foster the development of our industries.
It is satisfactory to note that the work of
the Arbitration Court has been speeded up.
Members of this House were eriticized most
caustically for having insisted npon a presi-
dent having the qualifications of & judge of
the Supreme Court, and we were warned
that many dire calamities would result. A
ingjority of memhers, however, pinned their
faith to a president having such qualifiea
tions, and experience has borne out the wis-
dom of their decision. The appointment of
Mr. Walter Dwyer as president of the Court
shows that this Chamber wag not biassed in
the stand that it took. Seeing that Mr.
Dwyer had been prominent in the Labonr
aovement, T trust that those unions which
appear before him will aecept his advice
and carry out the awards for which he is
mainly responsible. I shall not refer to the
several Bills indicated in the Speech be-
couse we de not yet know what form they
will take. T support the motion.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Harris, debate
adjourned.

RESIGNATION OF THE PRESIDENT.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
J. W. Hickey—Central) [5.57]: Before I
move the adjournment of the House permit
me to say a few words regarding the letter
read by the Clerk this afternoon intimating
vour intention, Mr. President. to resign from
that position. I am sure [ am voieing the
opinion of every member when I say that
vour decision has been received with extreme
recret, and doubtless many regrets are felt
hy you at severing younr connection with that
high offiee. Sinee [ have been a memhber of
ths House T have alwavs entertained A
kindly feeling towards wvon. Those of us
who have been interested in the northern
portion of the State for many years remem-
her you as one who made Lis mark in life
by dint of hard work, ané who became some-
what affluent only as the result of unsparing
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efiort. for many years you have taken an
active part in the public life of the State,
and have consistently and conscieaticusly
carried out the multifarions duties that it
has demanded of youn. Finally yon assumed
the office of President of the Council, which
represented the greatest honour it was pos-
sible for the House to confer upon you. Now
that you have seen fit to dissociate yourself
somewhat from the hurly-burly of political
life, we can only express our regret and
the hope that you will always cherish mem-
orics of vour long and honourable associa-
tion with the Parliament of this State, I
hope vou will rememher in your happy
moments that we shall ever recall your term
of office in this Chamber with kindly feel-
ings. There were times when it was perbaps
incumbent upon vou to eall come recalcitrant
member to order, We have accepted these
little rebuffs in the spirit in which they were
given. You have been able to correct us
without any jarring note, and this has been
greatly appreciated. We offer you our
hearliest appreciation for the work you have
done in fthis Chamber. I regret that the
Chief Seeretary is not here, for he could
express the feelings of the House far hetter
than T ean. As the representative of the
Government in this Chamber allow me to
convey to yon the hearty appreciation of
Ministers for your administrative efforts in
the past. Your tact and understanding have
always heen a marked featnre of vour re-
wime. You have had a long association with
the public life of this State. At the end of
your career you were glected to the hich
position of President of the Couvncil. You
have carried out these duties not only with
crecit to vonrself, but with distinet advant-
age o the State and Parliament. One of
your dominant characteristies has been that
you have much of the milk of human kind-
ness running in vou, and you have been ever
ready o appreciate the other fellow’s point
of view. When he has departed from the
beaten track yvou have made allowances, and
we have appreciated vour tfact in that re-
spect.  Your natural abilities and kindlvy
sentiments have ereatly contributed to the
great suceess vou have achieved. I hope
other members will support my remarks.

HON. J. W. KIRWAN (South) [6.5]: I
support the remarks of the Honorary Min-
ister. Every member of this Chamber ap-
preciates not only the great services yon
have rendered during the vears you have
occupied the Presicential Chair in this

Chamber, but the great services you have
rendered to your native State during a long
and honourable earecr of publie life.  Our
retiring President is one of that fast disap-
pearing school of public men, who entered
the service of the people animated by a de-
sire only to render public service, men who
kave done u great deal towards the advance-
ment of Western Australia during the past
years of stress and difficulty, It was in
1883, some 43 years ago, that you, as a
voung man in the twenties, first became a
member cf the Iegisiative Council of West-
ern Australia. During the years that fol-
iowed vou had charge of many public de-
partments as a Minister. Furthermore, you
acted on. more than one occasion as Depuatby
Premier of this State. ¥or maopy vears, as
representative of the State in London, you
rendered very useful services to Western
Australia. At the expiration of that term
vou did not suceumb, like =o many Agents
General, to the seduetions of London, and
London directorships whieh have proved so
great a temptation, but returned to your na-
live eountry, and again performed exccllent
work as a member of this Chamber. We are
sorry for the decision at which you have
arrived, bul we are consoled by the fact that
we are not losing your services altogether.
We remember what a strength you were to
the debating capucity of the Council. 1t is
salisfactory to know that on the floor of this
Chamber you will be able v guide its delib-
erations, and render considerable services hy
virtue of your varied experiences and your
sonnd judgment and wise advice. I have to
express my gratitude to you for the assist-
ance that you have rendered to me as Chair-
man of Committees. Since entering npen
that office some years ago I have always
found, you thoughtful and considerate. You
have rendered me assistance in many diree-
tions, 1 feel sure that whoever is going to
sueceed yon will always be able to call upon
¥ou for any assistance that vour experience
will enable vou to render. We hope vou will
have a long life as & member of the Couneil.
Irrvespective of your years, none of ns can
regard you as an old man. Tn many respects
You are younger than many of ns, and I feel
that there is still ahead of vou a long career
of usefulness.

HON. J. EWING (South-West) [6.10]:
I very much regretted to hear of your
resignation, Mr. President; it come as a
great surprice to me. When yon first ocen-
pied the position of President I was Chair-
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man of Committees. I well remember your
kindness, generosity, and foresight at all
times towards me. I enjoyed working
under your Presidency. I am sure that all
members thoroughly appreciate the good
work you have done as President. It does
not come to all men to have such a wonder-
ful life as you have had. Your father was
one of the earliest settlers in Western Aus-
tralia, and the name of Wittenoom is one
to conjure with. We know what the public
think of the people who bear that name,
and bow highly they appreciate you. Not
only from the personai point but from your
long and honourable life in Western Aus-
tralia, yon bave done muech to advance the
interests of the State. I suppose there is
hardly one industry with whieh you havs
not been econnected. It seems that every
industry and everything with whick yon
have been associated has prospered. You
have risen te the highest position in the in-
dustries, associations and Dbusinesses with
which you have heen conneeted. We are
proud of the position you oceupy, and feel
sorry that you are no longer going to pre-
side over this Chamber, It will fall to the
lot of someone to follow you. I am swre
whoever he may he will have your assist-
ance and kindly help while you oecupy
a seat in this IMouse. I am glad that Mr.
Macfarlane has given up his seat to you.
It was a very graceful net on his part, and
one T am sure you will appreciate. T well re-
member when you occupied that seat be-
fore, and it would be strange if you oceu-
pied any other. JFor a short time I had
the honour to lead this House. Whenever
I was in need of assistance it was always
fortheoming at your hands. BEvery day
hefore the House met we discussed matters,
and in every possible way you helped me. I
am glad to have been associated with you as
President during that time. T wish yonu
long life and great happiness.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [6.13]: As
nne of the naughty boys of the Councit, [
have ereat pleasure in supplementing the
remarks that have been made by members.
I thank vou for the courtesy and considera-
tion that vou extended to me in my early
days in this Chamber, and for the advice
vou gave me. In a general sense your Je-
narture from the Chair will be greatly felt.
T hope T am not disrespeetful when T sy
that theve are times when T diseerned in
vou the old war-horse spirit, when it

seemed that you would like to be on the
floor of the House instead of in the Chair,
That opportunity will now come to you
during the next few days. I have always
contended that, although you have filled the
Chair ably and well, as a debater on the
floor of the House and as one who posscssed
n fund of lelpful eriticism, you filled that
position cven better than the one you now
veccupy.  Though we will miss you from
the Chair, we shall bave the consolation
that the debating strength of the Council
will be inereased. 1 also wish Yo express
the thanks of Mr. Dodd for the many
courtesies and kindnesses that you extended
to him,

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [6.153]:
I, too, wish to express my regret that yon
have decided to wvacate the Presidential
Chair. That in your life you have so well
suceeeded is an incentive to other younyg
men of the country to whom you have set
a fine example. T feel sure that many will
try to cmulate your example, or will make
an effort t¢ follow it and to suceeed as vou
have done. Yours has been a preat success
[ regret that you have come to this deci-
sion, and that vou have made it so quietly
that you have not given us an opportunity
to persuade you out of it. I feel that we
would have gone happily through the
session under your Presidency, and would
rather have seen you in the Chair presiding
over us. A hearty welcome will be given
to you when you take vour old seat on ths
floor of the House. We shall appreciate
the added debating ability that von will
bring to hear upen the various important
matters that will be before ns. We have
missed vou in many of ounr disrussions,
but we shall spon have the benefit of
vour advice and experience on the different
auestions that we have to deal with. I
regret that vou have made this decision,
but would not attempt to idissuade wvon
from it  You have vonr own reasons for
taking this step, though I am sure every
member regrets that von have taken it.
You will be able to set 4 good example on
the floor of the Fouse, and cheek some nf
those who may he described as the nanghtv
hoys

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[6.17]: T have n sense of deep recret that
VOu ave severing vour assoeiation with thiz
Chamber as President. I join in the testi-
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mony of appreciation that has been so ably
expressed by previous speakers. The record
of your achievement is such that 1 do not
think there is any other man in Western
Anstralia who ecould excel it. It will go
down in the history of the publie life of the
State. Your record will be set up as an ex-
ample for many others to endeavour to
aspire to. You possess many gracious
and pleasing qualities. There are very few
men whom nature has cndowed with so
much geniality of mwanner, and those de-
lightful attributes which have won for you
the highest esteem and appreciation of your
tellow men. We welcome the fact that we
are not going to lose your services from
this Chamber. Although we may lose you
from the Chair we shall be strengthened by
having you once more on the floor of the
House, where you will be able to devote your
great powers towards further helping for-
ward the destinies of this important State.

THE PRESIDENT (6.20]: 1t would
hardly be truthful to say I am not
to some extent embarvrassed by the many
kind remarks that have been made by mem-
hers. I am deeply sensible of the kind sen-
timents that have been expressed, and thor-
oughly appreciate the good feeling that
prompted them. MMy resignation has not
heen by any means sadden. 1 had consid-
cred it at the end of last session. I felt
then that 1 was getting on in years, and
thought T was entitled to a certain amount
of leisure. 1 had, therefore, made up my
mind that at the commencement of the ses-
sion 1 would make room for someone else.
I have to thank you all for the courtesy
with which you have treated me, and for the
deference you have generally paid to my
ralings. There have been exceptions to this,
T will admit, but T have to thank you for
the manner in which wou have treated me
during the four years that T have held this
rrogition. The other night I was speaking in
reply to a vote of thanks to Parliament, and
expressed my regret that more young men
were not coming ferward into Parliament,
that there was not more fresh blood taking
an interest in the Legislature, 1 think
changes are good even, as Sir Gilbert Parker
has said, in the seats of the mighty. In
vacating this position I am leaving it open
to one amongst you to suceeed me. There
are several who can do so in a capable
manner. At all events my action leaves it
oren to zomeone to sueceed me, and will

probably also leave open the position of
Chairman of Committees, in whieh position
some member will be able to qualify for the
higher position of President at a later date.
It is pleasant to think that I have met with
your approbation during the time I have
occupied tbis office. It must be gratifyiag to
all of us {o realise that the reputation en-
joyed by this House stands higher in the
public mind now than it ever did. I do pot
suggest that the President is responsible
for this, but he c¢annot help being asso-
ciated with and aequiring a modieum of
reflected glory. It is satisfactory fo know
that the efforts which have heen put for-
ward by this House have heen accepted by
the public as an evidence of its desire to
develop the country. This Chamber repre-
sents all classes of the community, and
every kind of political thought. The Hon-
orary Minister has referred to the past. 1
have known Mr. Hickey for many wvears.
He has complimented me on my sue-
cess, but T wish to return the compli-
ment and say how pleased I am to find
him in the position of Leader of the
House to-day, if only for a little while.
I was born here and all my sympathy is
with, and my thoughts are for, Western Aus-
tralia. All I possess—it does not amount
to a very great deal—is in Western Aus-
tralia. I have not a single interest outside,
and T hope to continue living in Western
Australia until I am taken a little further
down towards Fremantle. I am very fond
of the country, and while T am in a position
to leave the State and live in England, Mel-
bourne or Sydney, I prefer to dwell, as the
late Lord Forrest liked to say, “among my
own people.” T intend to remain here, there-
fore, until I am conveyed elsewhere. Permit
me to thank Mr. Macfarlane for the courtesy
he has extended to me in allowing me to re-
sume the seat I occupied for many vears on
the floor of the House. WhileI will not be able
to fill it as amply as he does, I will try to do
50 with a smiling face such as he is display-
ing at the present moment. I am pleased to
be able to say that, in leaving the Chair, I
do so in most excellent health, so that hon.
members need not aceuse themselves of hav-
ing impaired it. I have a record to my
eredit in that I have heen absent for two
days only on aceount of ill-health during the
four years I have oeccupied the position of
President. Of course, I was away for a
few days on most important private busi-
ness, but that business was such as does not
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happen very often. With regard to the
presidential position, hon. members are
pleased to think that I have filled it with
satisfaction. I think they may also have
some satisfaction in the way I have repre-
sented them as President in other directions,
and I feel that they have no canse for com-

plaint. As Chairman of the Joint Honse
Committee hon. members will find that
I leave the affairs of that committee

in & most satisfactory condition. We
have had the help of capable men on that
committee for years past and it -will be
found that the funds have been dealt with
as satisfactorlly a3 hon. members could
hope. I was able to achieve one of my ob-
jectives, and hon. members have the satisfac-
tion of knowing that their corridor has been
made as comfortable for them as pussible.
With the help of the members of the com-
mittee, a greaf improvement has becn made
there, and I hope later on to take advaniage
of those conveniences myself. I thank hon.
members for their kindly remarks. 1 hope
to be associated with them during the next
two years, and I trust that, with our united
efforts, we will continue fo condnct the busi-
ness of the State with as much advantage in
the future as in the past.’

House adjourned at 6.28 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTIONS (2)—CHARITIES DE-
PARTMENT.

State Dependants.

Mre. MARSHALL asked the Hon, J. Cun-
ningham (Honorary Minister): 1, What
was the total number of children dependent
or partly dependent, on the State, irrespec-
tive of the canse, on the 30th June, 19209
2, What was the total number of adults de-
pendent on the State at the same date?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM replied: 1, 3,897
children, 2, 1,529 adults.

Unemployed Relief.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Hon. J. Cun-
ningham  (Honorary Minister): What
amount was paid through the Charities De-
partment to the unemployed for the respee-
tive months of May, June, and July in the
years 1924, 1925, and 19261

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM replied: 1924—
May, Nil; June, Nil; July, £7 Bs. 1925—
May, £717 14s. 3d.; June, £949 17s. 6d.;
July, £1,288 13s. 1926—May, £651 15s. 64d.;
June, £976 12s.; July, £1,346 4s. 6d. Assist-
ance granted in 1925 and 1926 is due to the
change of policy of granting relief in deserv-
ing cases which previously had been refused.

QUESTION—MIGRANTS DEPORTED
OR REFPATRIATED.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What number of immigrants have
been deporled or repatriated from the State
for the five years ended 30th June, 1926% 2,
What were the reasons actuating the Gov-
ernment in taking aetion in this direction? 3,
What was the total eost involved? 4, Did the
State carry the whole of the financial obii-
gation for this action? 5, If the Commnon-
wealth Government finaneially assisted the
State in this work. to what extent did they
do so? :

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied: 1,
175. 2, Migrants were repatriated on medical
reports that they were likely to become per-
manent charges on the State. 3, £5,316 Bs.
6d. 4, No. 5, £2,829 18s. 6d.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, MEEKA-
THARRA STOCK TRAIN.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Bailways: 1, Is it his intention to consider
the advisability of giving preference of road
to the special stock train ex Meekatharra in



